Middletown Incident

Fulmer’s Accident
Frederick News, August 30, 1946

Two H and F trolleys were temporarily removed from service this morning about 7:15 o’clock when a wreck occurred on
the Braddock Heights line near Fulmer’s station. No one was injured, but a calf, the cause of the accident, was killed and
few passengers on both cars were somewhat shaken-up as a second trolley piled into the rear of one standing on the tracks.
The first car, which leaves Frederick for Middletown at 6:40am was operated by James Best. Just as it rounded a curve
about half a mile west of the local radio transmitting station, the trolley struck a calf, owned by Frank Stillions. Mr. Best
stopped and got out to remove the calf from underneath the trolley, thinking that he had plenty of time before the next
trolley, which makes the Frederick to Middle town run at 6:55am, would be due. He had removed the calf from the tracks
and was just starting the trolley when the second one rounded the curve, and, unable to come to a full stop, crashed into the
rear end of the standing trolley. Witnesses said said that half minute more of time would have prevented the wreck
entirely. Maurice Ramsberg was motorman on the second trolley, which was not too badly damaged. The glass in the
front vestibule, however, was shattered and the steel beams which reinforced the platform and prevented further damage
were bent. The earlier trolley was considerably more damaged, the entire rear vestibule, which was not reinforced with
steel, being demolished. Investigation showed that it was impossible for the motorman on the second trolley to see the first
one until he had rounded the curve. Without sufficient cars to continue the usual service until those wrecked cars are
repaired, the company announced today that beginning Tuesday and continuing until further announcement it would
substitute bus service over Route 40 for the car that leaves Frederick at 6:40am and return at 7:15am and also the one that
leaves Frederick at 4:15pm and Middletown at 5:27pm. Traffic over the Frederick to Middletown line was prevented until
late this morning when the damaged cars were removed to a siding.
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Right Photo: On the left is Motorman Morris Ramsberg, unidentified center, unidentified couple walking.



Catoctin Furnace Accident
Frederick News, May 22 1945:

"The driver of a tractor-trailer loaded with 10 tons of steel made a miraculous escape from serious injury about 11:45
o'clock this morning when his heavy vehicle turned over after a collision with a Hagerstown & Frederick freight motor at
Catoctin Furnace. The tractor-trailer operator was identified by residents of the town as Albert Smith, Hagerstown.
Crawling from the glass-strewn and wrecked cab after the collision, Smith reported that he had sustained a minor leg
injury and a cut finger. He also suffered from shock but did not require hospitalization. Smith, according to reports, was
proceeding toward this city and the railway motor, pulling about four or five loaded box cars, was also coming in this
direction. Official sources said the motorman was Arthur baker, of Frederick, and it was reported that there were several
crewmen. The driver of the tractor-trailer was reported to have turned the vehicle sharply to the right in a last-minute
effort to avoid the collision and the heavy motor vehicle was struck just behind the cab. The tractor turned over on the top
and the trailer turned over on the side. The steering wheel was reported jammed back against the seat.

The wreck occurred on the Route 15 crossing, blocking traffic for some time until a wrecking crew of the railway line
could clear the highway. Heavy traffic, however, was able to detour around the crossing to some extent, although pleasure
cars were halted. The Thurmont Volunteer Fire Company was summoned in the event fire developed but the services of the
fireman were not needed. The motor of the freight was reported as considerably damaged. It left the tracks from the force
of the collision butthe box cars were not derailed. It was reported from the scene thatone of the box cars was said tocontain
dynamite. The trailer was a complete wreck and the tractor considerably damaged. State police were called toinvestigate
and a large crowd assembled."

Freight Motor #1 on its side across Route 15



Camp Detrick accident
Frederick News, January 3, 1946

Raymond Hench Linton, 908 Motter Avenue, a Hagerstown and Frederick Railway trainman, was instantly killed about
12:50 o’clock Monday afternoon when ground under the wheels of his freight train on what is known as the Montevue
siding on West Fourth Street extended, adjacent to Camp Detrick. Three car trucks passed over his body before the train
could bestopped. The Frederick County Medical Examiner returned a verdict of accidental death. Fellow trainman said
Linton started up the rear step of the freight motor while itwas in motion and apparently lost his grasp as he attempted to
open a door with one hand. He lost his balance and fell on the rail between the motor and the first, loaded freight car.

The freight, en routefrom Thurmont to Frederick, caught fire from a broken wire. The Independent Hose Company and
Camp Detrick firemen were called to extinguish the fire. Edward M. Mantz, train dispatcher, called to the scene by the
fire, witnessed the fatal accident. Arthur Baker, motorman, and Merton Bart, conductor, comprised the crew in addition to
Linton who was serving as brakeman. Sheriff Horace M. Alexander, who made an investigation along with the Medical
Examiner, said he was told that several cars had been placed on the siding and the freight was moving up to pick up the
cars when the accident occurred. A son of the late Samuel I. and Mary E. Stone Linton, the deceased was 55 years of age.
He had been employed by the Potomac Edison Company for more than 25 years and was well known in the community.

Dispatcher Ed Mantz re-enacting some of Mr. Linton’s final moments (except for the lying in the snow part).



